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	Country 
	Voting Hours 

	1.
	France 
	In France, for the general national, european and local elections, the elections take place on Sunday (article L54 to L55 of the electoral code) and the polling hours are always from 8AM to 6PM according to the article R41 of the electoral code :

http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCodeArticle.do;jsessionid=88963C0903872827F3FB317EBFACFF06.tpdjo01v_2?idArticle=LEGIARTI000006354519&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006070239&dateTexte=20130912
But those hours can be modified by the 'prefets' - high civil servant representing the State in the 'département' (district) - in consideration of the importance or the number of inhabitants of the cities. It's specifically the case for big towns whose polling booths often close at 20 PM. The decisions in this matter must be officially recorded and announced to the population long before to be known by the voters.

	2. 
	Spain 
	It is the same at all kind of elections, and it starts at nine a.m. , and shall proceed, without interruption (except by reason of force majeure) until eight p.m. 

	3. 
	Romania
	According to Law nr 35/13March 2008 for the Election of the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate and for modifying and completing Law nr 67/2004 for the Election of the Public Administrtation Authorities, Law nr 215/2001 of Local Public Administration, and Law nr 393/2004 on the Statute of the Local Elected, Art 42:

"Polling starts at 7 a.m. and takes place until 9 p.m. when the polling station closes. On the door of the polling station there will be posted the hours between which the polling programme develops."

The same hours apply to the elections to the European Parliament (Law nr 33/2007), and according to Law nr 33/2007 on the Organization and Development of the Elections for the European Parliament, Art 45 (13): "For the polling stations abroad, the provisions of the present article are applied, as the case, taking into account the specific conditions regarding the organization of the elections."

	4.
	Denmark 
	According to section 46 of the Parliamentary Election Act of Denmark: 



(1) Voting begins at 0900 hours and continues until 2000 hours and for as long thereafter as voters show up to cast their vote. Voting is over when no voter expresses any wish to vote regardless that an invitation to vote is announced.
The same voting hours apply to European Parliament elections and to regional and local election in Denmark. The voting hours of these elections are laid down in Danish laws about each of the elections. 

In relation to European Parliament Elections the legal basis is section 25 in the act about election of Members to the European Parliament, Consolidated act number 128 of 11. February 2013 https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=144942
This act is unfortunately only available in Danish.

Regarding election to Regions and municipalities the legal basis is section 52 of the act about elections to regions and municipalities. Consolidated act number 127 of 11. February 2013: https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=144947
This act is unfortunately only available in Danish.

	5.
	Lithuania 
	Voting hours on polling day are the same for all types of elections and referendums in Lithuania. Voting takes place from 7am to 8 pm.

This is fixed in the respective electoral and referendum laws (Law on Elections to the Seimas, Law on Presidential Elections, Law on Elections to Municipal Councils, Law on Elections to the European Parliament and Law on Referendum).


	6.
	Estonia 
	The issue in question – polling hours – is regulated by law in Estonia.
According to the Riigikogu Election Act (http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X60044K4.htm):
§ 38. Time of voting
(1) Voting on election day shall open at 9 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.
(2) Advance voting shall be held:
1) from the tenth day to the seventh day before election day in a voting district designated by a county electoral committee. Voting shall open at 12 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.;
2) from the sixth day to the fourth day before election day, in all voting districts. Voting shall open at 12 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.;
3) from the tenth day to the fourth day before election day by electronic means. Voting shall open at 9 a.m. on the tenth day before election day and shall last twenty-four hours a day until the close of voting at 6 p.m. on the fourth day before election day.

The same rule applies also to local and EP elections:

Local Government Council Election Act (§ 44. Time of voting)
(http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X60031K4.htm)

European Parliament Election Act (§ 37. Time of voting)
(http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X60009K6.htm)

	7
	Austria 
	The Austrian Federal Ministry of the Interior is in charge of all nation-wide electoral events, i.e. National Council elections, presidential elections, European elections, and referenda. Local elections come under the responsibility of the nine Austrian provinces.

With regard to nation-wide elections, the last polling stations have to close at 5:00 p.m. The law does not set a minimum time span as some ballot stations in small municipalities are only open for a few hours on election day. Besides, no start time is laid down in the law as some polling stations, e.g. at railway stations or airports, may open their doors very early on poll day. It is up to the respective municipality to set the opening hours for all stations.

The relevant legislation is the National Council Elections Act of 1992 (“Nationalrats- Wahlordnung 1992”), the Federal Presidential Elections Act of 1971 (“Bundespräsidentenwahlgesetz 1971”), the European Elections Act (“Eu- ropawahlordnung”), the Referendum Act of 1972 (“Volksabstimmungsgesetz 1972”), and the Public Opinion Poll Act of 1989 (“Volksbefragungsgesetz 1989”).



	8
	Hungary 
	According to the Act XXXVI of 2013 on Electoral Procedure votes can be cast from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on the polling day at the polling station. It is the same all kind of elections.
2. How is this regulated?

The Act XXXVI of 2013 on Electoral Procedure.

	9
	Greece
	According to the Presidential Decree 26/2012 (article 50) for the Election of the MPs, the Regulation 56132/1-10-2010 for Local Public Administration, and Presidential Decree 50/2009 for the election of the MEPs, the Polling starts at 7 a.m. and takes place until 7 p.m. when the polling station closes.

	10
	Finland 
	According to the Finnish Election Act (714/1998), section 68 polling day voting begins at 9 am and continues without interruption until 8 pm. This section covers all elections: parliamentary elections, presidential election, municipal elections and European parliamentary elections.

It is also possible to vote in advance. Section 47 of the Election Act sets the time period for advance voting. The advance voting begins on the 11th day prior to the polling day and ends outside Finland on the 8th day and in Finland on the 5th day prior to the polling day. On board a Finnish ship the advance voting may, with the exception of the second round in the presidential election, begin already on the 18th day prior to the polling day.

The voting hours in the advance voting depend on where the advance voting takes place, see the details Election Act, section 48.

	11.
	Croatia 
	According to the provisions of the Act on election of representatives to the Croatian Parliament, the Republic of Croatia European parliamentary elections act, Law on the election of the President of the Republic of Croatia and Law on local elections, the voting shall be conducted permanently from seven to nineteen hours.



	12.
	Portugal 
	Legislative elections (Assembly of the Republic) 

The opening time of polling stations for the legislative elections for the Assembly of the Republic is defined in article 41 of Law no. 14/79 of 16 May 1979, of the Assembly of the Republic Electoral Law. Closing time is defined in article 89.

Article 41

Day and time for polling stations

Throughout Portuguese territory polling stations shall assemble at eight a.m. on the day that is scheduled for the elections.

Article 89

Continuity of electoral operations and closure of voting

1. Electoral stations shall operate without interruption until all the voting and counting operations are concluded.

2. Electors shall be admitted to their polling station until seven p.m. After that time only the electors who are present may vote.

3. (…)

Presidential Elections

The opening time of polling stations for the presidential elections is defined in article 32 of the Executive-Law no. 319-A/76, of 3 May, of the Electoral Law of the President of the Republic. Closing time is defined in article 80.

Article 32

Day and hour of polling stations

1 — The polling stations shall meet on the day set for the election, at 8:0 in the morning, throughout the national territory.

2 — (…)

Article 80

Closing time

1 — The admission of voters in the polling station shall be till 7:0 pm. (…)

Local Elections
The opening time of polling stations for the local elections is defined in article 105 of the Organisational Law no. 1/2001, of 14 August, of the Electoral Law for Local Authorities. Closing time is defined in article 110.

Article 105

Opening of the Assembly

1 — The polling station opens at 8:0 on the day set for the election (…).

Article 110

Closing time

1 — The admission of voters in polling is done till 7:0 pm.

2 — After this time only can vote voters present at the polling station.

European Parliament Elections

The election of members of the European Parliament elected in Portugal, especially the rules dealing with the opening and closing time of polling stations, is governed by articles 41 and 89 of Law no. 14/79 of 16 May 1979, of the Assembly of the Republic Electoral Law
.



	12
	Slovenia 
	In the Republic of Slovenia the manner of conduct of elections at the state and local level is governed by the National Assembly Elections Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No 109/06 - official consolidated text) and it is also applied in the Election of the President of the Republic Act, the Election of Slovenian Members to the European Parliament Act and the Local Elections Act.    

The National Assembly Elections Act stipulates in Articles 16 and 68 that the Election Day is Sunday or any other holiday and that voting is conducted without interruption from 7 am to 7 pm. 

	13.
	Cyprus
	· According to Article 23 of the Presidential Election Laws of 1959 to 2013 (O Peri Eklogis Proedrou kai Antiproedrou tis Dimokratias Nomoi - Title in Greek with Latin Characters), the voting procedure takes place between 07.00 until 18.00, with a 1-hour recess between 13.00 – 14.00. 

· Article 27 of the Electoral Law of the House of Representatives of 1979 (O Peri Eklogis Melon tis Voulis ton Antiprosopon Nomos – Title in Greek with Latin Characters), states that the voting hours are between 07.00 - 18.30, with 1-hour recess from 13.00 – 14.00. 

· Article 23A of the European Parliament Elections Law of 2004 (O Peri Eklogis ton Melon tou Europaikou Koinovouliou Nomos – title in Greek with Latin Characters), states the voting hours to be between 06.00 and 20.00, with a 1-hour recess from 12.00 to 13.00. 

· Article 31 of the Municipalities Laws of 1985 – 1997 (Oi Peri Dimon Nomoi – Title in Greek with Latin Characters), as well of the Communities Law of 1999 (O Peri Koinotiton Nomos – Title in Greek with Latin Characters), states that regarding the voting procedure for municipalities and communities councils, the provisions of Article 27 of the Electoral Law of the House of Representatives of 1979 shall apply. 



	14
	Poland
	   In the last parliamentary elections (October 2011), by-elections to fill the vacancies in the Senate of the Republic of Poland (April 2013, September 2013), local elections in the city of Elbląg (July 2013) and in the most recent local referendum in the city of Elbląg (April 2013) voting was held in the course of one day, without break, between 7 a.m. and 9 p.m. 

This is regulated by the Act of 5th January 2011 – the Electoral Code (Dziennik Ustaw of 2011, no. 21, item 112 with amendments) regulates electoral law. It contains provisions referring to parliamentary elections, presidential elections, local elections and elections to the European Parliament. The Code regulates also conditions of the validity of the elections and sanctions for crimes committed against the elections. The Act came into force on 1 August 2011. Article 10 of the Act of 5th January 2011 – the Regulations implementing the Act – Election Code states, that earlier acts on elections expire. 

The Code unified voting hours in all kinds of elections. Article 39 para. 2 states that if the election is carried out in a single day, the voting is held between 7 a.m. and 9 p.m. According to para. 3 of this article, if the election is carried out in the course of two days, the voting is held continuously between 7 a.m. and 9 p.m. and break is from 9 p.m. of the first day to 7 a.m. of the second day. However Article 39 para. 3 was partially declared unconstitutional by the Constitutional Tribunal in its judgment of 20th July 2011 (no. K 9/11), as, according to the Tribunal, introducing a two days voting in parliamentary and presidential elections would require an amendment to the Constitution of the Republic of Poland. 

   Voting in polling stations established in hospitals and social welfare establishments may commence later than 7 a.m. Voting in polling stations created abroad and in Polish ships shall be held between 7 a.m. and 9 p.m. local time. District electoral commission may shorten the time of voting in separate polling districts and in polling districts created in Polish ships if all voters registered in the roll of voters have cast their votes. Shortening the time of voting can be ordered no earlier than at 6 p.m..

   The Act of 14th March 2003 on Nation-Wide Referendum (Dziennik Ustaw of 2003, no. 57, item 507 with amendments) establishes rules and methods of conducting a nation-wide referendum. Article 5 para. 3 of the act provides that if voting in a referendum is held within one day only then it is conducted, without a break, between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. The next paragraph of that article states that if voting in a referendum is held within two days then it is held, without a break, between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. and the break starts at 8 p.m. the first day of voting until 6 a.m. the following day. 

   The Act of 15th September 2000 on Local Referendum (Dziennik Ustaw 
of 2000, no.88, item 985 with amendments) in article 1 para. 2 states, that the provisions of the Electoral Code shall be applied to the cases not regulated by this act. It means that polling is held between 7 a.m. and 9 p.m. 

	15
	Sweden
	According to the Swedish election law chap. 4 art. 21 polling stations are normally open between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. (9 p.m. for elections to the European Parliament). The local Election Committee may decide on shorter opening hours after consultation with the relevant County Administrative Board. 

In this context however it should be noted that there are other possibilities for people to vote than at a polling station, and consequently other voting hours, for example so called “Advance voting places” or “Voting by messenger”. 

The Election law (Swe: Vallagen) is available in Swedish only, please not the following link, Vallag (2005:837).

	16. 
	Latvia 
	According Article 17 The Saeima Election law elections shall be held from 7.00 to 20.00 local time, on the first Saturday of October.

According Article 25 (1) The City Council and Municipality Council Election Law on the election day the elections shall take place from 7.a.m. till 10.p.m.

According Article 18 Law on Elections to the European Parliament the elections shall take place once every five years on the first Saturday of June from 7 o'clock in the morning till 10 o'clock in the evening Latvian time.



	17. 
	Czech Republic
	Polling days and hours for all types of elections are Friday from 14.00 to 22.00 and Saturday from 8.00 to 14.00. 

The relevant legislations are as follows:
Article 1 of the Act no 247/1995 Collection, on Parliamentary Elections - Elections are promulgated by the President of the Republic. 
Article 3 of the Act no 62/2003 Collection, on Elections to the European Parliament - Elections are promulgated by the President of the Republic.
Article 3 of the Act no 130/2000 Collection, on Elections to the Regional Assemblies - Elections are promulgated by the President of the Republic.
Article 3 of the Act no 491/2001 Collection, on Elections to the municipal Asseblies - Elections are promulgated by the President of the Republic.



	18. 
	United Kingdom
	Polling hours in all elections for in-person voting are between 7 am and 10 pm. 

The relevant legislation is as follows:

Parliamentary elections

Rule 1 of the Parliamentary Elections Rules in Schedule 1 of the Representation of the People Act 1983 which set out the rules for the conduct of a UK Parliamentary election. 

Local elections

Rule 1 of the Local Elections (Principal Areas) (England and Wales) Rules 2006 made under the provisions of the Representation of the People Act 1983. 
European Parliamentary elections
Rule 1 of the European Parliamentary Election Rules in Schedule 1 to the European Parliamentary Elections Regulations 2004 made under the provisions of the European Parliamentary Elections Act 2002.


	19
	Slovak Republic
	Polling is between 10am and 7pm on Saturdays for elections to the National Council, European Parliament and Bodies of Self Government Counties
The Speaker of Parliament can decide that voting is held over two days in Presidential elections  and eletions to Minicipalities Self Government Authorities– day 1 2pm-8pm and day 2 7am – 2pm.

Polling can be brought forward if local conditions so require by the Mayor.

Legislation

1. Act No. 333/2004 Coll. on Elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic: Section 25 

2. Act No. 331/2003 Coll. on Elections to the European Parliament: Section 4

3. Act No. 303/2001 Coll. on Elections to Bodies of Self-government Counties and on Amendments to the Code Of Civil Procedure: Section 23

4. Act No. 46/1999 Coll. on the Method of Election of the President of the Slovak Republic, on Referendum on Withdrawal of the President:
4. Act No. 346/1990 Coll. on Elections to Municipalities' Self-Government Authorities:



	20
	Luxembourg
	 Polling is between 8am and 2pm .

(Electoral law of 18 February 2003. Coordinated text. Version applicable from January 1,

2012 BOOK I - General provisions common to legislative, municipal and European elections.

Title III. -Electoral colleges. Chapter V. - The admission of voters to vote . Art. 73.



	21
	Germany
	Sunday or a statutory holiday 8 am to 6 pm for Federal, State and Local elections.

The § 16 sentence 2 Federal election Act1 provides that the election has to be done on a Sunday or a statutory holiday. The § 52 Section 1 No. 3 of the Federal Electoral Act stipulates that the election time is determined by a regulation. According to § 47 the detailed Federal Election Act2 determined, that the election time is from 8 a.m. till 6 p.m.. According to Paragraph 2, the state election supervisor can set the election with an earlier start time in individual case and if it requires special reasons.

For the election of Members of the European Parliament from the Federal Republic of Germany , the §25 clause 2 of the European Elections Act authorized to issue an electoral law which determined the election time in accordance with No. 6. The wording of § 40 of the European election regulations is the same with § 47 of the Federal election regulations .


In the states are the state laws governing the election time often in the same words as the Federal Election Regulations.


� The information in the Table below was sourced through a survey of correspondents from the ECPRD (European Centre for Parliamentary Research and Documentation) in September 2013. 





� Article 1 of Law no. 14/87, of 29 April, of the Electoral Law for the European Parliament.
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